
GRE Analytical Writing - Issue Topics – Set 1

Governments should place few, if any, restrictions on scientific research and development.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the

recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and

supporting  your  position,  describe  specific  circumstances  in  which  adopting  the

recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples

shape your position.

The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the

statement  and  explain  your  reasoning  for  the  position  you  take.  In  developing  and

supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might

not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

Governments should offer college and university education free of charge to all students.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the

recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and

supporting  your  position,  describe  specific  circumstances  in  which  adopting  the

recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples

shape your position.

The luxuries and conveniences of contemporary life prevent people from developing into

truly strong and independent individuals.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the

statement  and  explain  your  reasoning  for  the  position  you  take.  In  developing  and

supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might

not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.



GRE Analytical Writing - Argument Topics – Set 1

The following appeared in a letter to the editor of a local newspaper.

"Commuters  complain  that  increased  rush-hour  traffic  on  Blue  Highway  between  the

suburbs and the city center has doubled their commuting time. The favored proposal of the

motorists' lobby is to widen the highway, adding an additional lane of traffic. But last year's

addition of a lane to the nearby Green Highway was followed by a worsening of traffic jams

on it. A better alternative is to add a bicycle lane to Blue Highway. Many area residents are

keen bicyclists. A bicycle lane would encourage them to use bicycles to commute, and so

would reduce rush-hour traffic rather than fostering an increase."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the

argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

The following appeared in the summary of a study on headaches suffered by the residents

of Mentia.

"Salicylates are members of the same chemical family as aspirin, a medicine used to treat

headaches.  Although many foods are naturally  rich in  salicylates,  for  the past  several

decades,  food-processing  companies  have  also  been  adding  salicylates  to  foods  as

preservatives. This rise in the commercial use of salicylates has been found to correlate

with a steady decline in the average number of headaches reported by participants in our

twenty-year study. Recently, food-processing companies have found that salicylates can

also be used as flavor additives for foods. With this new use for salicylates, we can expect

a continued steady decline in the number of headaches suffered by the average citizen of

Mentia."

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the

argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what

the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

The following appeared in an editorial in a local newspaper.

"Commuters  complain  that  increased  rush-hour  traffic  on  Blue  Highway  between  the

suburbs and the city center has doubled their commuting time. The favored proposal of the

motorists' lobby is to widen the highway, adding an additional lane of traffic. Opponents

note that last year's addition of a lane to the nearby Green Highway was followed by a

worsening of traffic jams on it. Their suggested alternative proposal is adding a bicycle

lane  to  Blue  Highway.  Many  area  residents  are  keen  bicyclists.  A bicycle  lane  would

encourage them to use bicycles to  commute,  it  is  argued,  thereby reducing rush-hour

traffic."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in

order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are

reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate

the recommendation.


