
GRE Analytical Writing – Issue Topics - Set 2

Governments should not fund any scientific research whose consequences are unclear.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the

recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and

supporting  your  position,  describe  specific  circumstances  in  which  adopting  the

recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples

shape your position.

Society should identify those children who have special talents and provide training for

them at an early age to develop their talents.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the

recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and

supporting  your  position,  describe  specific  circumstances  in  which  adopting  the

recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples

shape your position.

It is primarily through our identification with social groups that we define ourselves.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the

statement  and  explain  your  reasoning  for  the  position  you  take.  In  developing  and

supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might

not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.



GRE Analytical Writing – Argument Topics - Set 2

The following appeared in a letter from the owner of the Sunnyside Towers apartment

complex to its manager.

"One month ago, all the showerheads in the first three buildings of the Sunnyside Towers

complex were modified to restrict maximum water flow to one-third of what it used to be.

Although actual  readings of  water  usage before  and after  the  adjustment  are  not  yet

available,  the  change  will  obviously  result  in  a  considerable  savings  for  Sunnyside

Corporation,  since  the  corporation  must  pay  for  water  each  month.  Except  for  a  few

complaints about low water pressure, no problems with showers have been reported since

the adjustment. I predict that modifying showerheads to restrict water flow throughout all

twelve buildings in  the Sunnyside Towers complex will  increase our profits  even more

dramatically."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in

order  to  decide  whether  the  prediction  and  the  argument  on  which  it  is  based  are

reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate

the prediction.

The following report appeared in the newsletter of the West Meria Public Health Council.

"An innovative treatment has come to our attention that promises to significantly reduce

absenteeism in our schools and workplaces. A study reports that in nearby East Meria,

where fish consumption is very high, people visit the doctor only once or twice per year for

the treatment of colds. Clearly, eating a substantial amount of fish can prevent colds. Since

colds represent the most frequently given reason for absences from school and work, we

recommend the daily use of Ichthaid — a nutritional supplement derived from fish oil — as

a good way to prevent colds and lower absenteeism."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the

argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

The following appeared in a recommendation from the planning department of the city of

Transopolis.

"Ten years ago, as part of a comprehensive urban renewal program, the city of Transopolis

adapted for industrial use a large area of severely substandard housing near the freeway.

Subsequently, several factories were constructed there, crime rates in the area declined,

and property tax revenues for the entire city increased. To further revitalize the city, we

should now take similar action in a declining residential area on the opposite side of the

city. Since some houses and apartments in existing nearby neighborhoods are currently

unoccupied, alternate housing for those displaced by this action will be readily available."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the

argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.


