
IELTS and the CEFR Scores Comparison
Employers, organisations and teachers worldwide use CEFR Level IELTS scores to
compare a student’s language skills and scores with CEFR. Common European Framework
for Reference of Language (CEFR) is an international standard framework describing a
student's language ability using a six-point scale ranging from A1 (beginners) to C2
(advanced), with IELTS scores ranging 0 (zero) to 9 (nine). IELTS in CEFR scale measures
foreign language learners' proficiency at different levels. This post discusses CEFR Level
IELTS comparison and how to interpret and overlap, which can be useful for you.



How to Compare CEFR with IELTS Scores?
Refer to the table below to know the comparison between CEFR and IELTS scores.

CEFR Level Language Proficiency Corresponding IELTS Band Score

C2 Expert User 8.5 - 9.0

C1 Very Good User 8.0

Good User 7.0 - 7.5

B2 Competent User 6.0 - 6.5

Modest User 5.0 - 5.5

B1 Limited User 4.0 - 4.5

A2 Extremely Limited User 3.0

A1 Intermittent User 2.0

Non - User 1.0

Result Availability (maximum) 13 working days

Score Validity 2 Years

Why Compare CEFR with IELTS?
If you’re planning to study in European universities, then you must compare CEFR with
IELTS. Here’s why:

● CEFR level uses more standardised scales to determine fluency in the English
language.

● In Europe, teachers, examiners and students compare language skills and scores
from tests and qualifications with CEFR.

● Since schools, colleges & universities find difficulty in measuring a student’s
language proficiency based on the IELTS band (eg. 8.0 - 8.5), they interpret IELTS
scores to CEFR levels.

● Companies and other organisations prefer CEFR-level IELTS scores to measure a
candidate’s language fluency.

● As the IELTS 7.5 band score equates to the C1 level, and the 4.5 band score
equates to the B1 level in the CEFR, IELTS users may know how much in IELTS will
lead to achieving B1, B2 or above in CEFR.

● CEFR level IELTS scores comparison eliminates vague terms like “Basic,”
“Intermediate,” and “Advanced” with the help of accurate indicators.

● Since CEFR stands for reflection, communication and empowerment, they convert
IELTS scores recorded in the Test Report Form into the CEFR levels using a simple
process.



Key Notes on Overlapping
By now, you would notice that some IELTS scores overlap on two scores of the CEFR chart.
For instance, the IELTS band 6.5 is between B2 and C1 of CEFR. It indicates that when
certain applicants have a band score of 6.5, some might fall under the C1 level, while others
might have B2 level fluency based on their skills. However, the interpretation of scores varies
depending on the expectations set by various universities. So, a top-tier university with high
expectations always assigns C1 to band 7 rather than 6.5. Hence you are advised to
double-check the university’s minimum language requirements and prepare accordingly.


