GRE Analytical Writing - Analyze an Issue
Prompt: The best ideas arise from a passionate interest in commonplace things.

Instructions: Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or
disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In
developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement
might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

Sample Answer:

The statement, "The best ideas arise from a passionate interest in commonplace things,"
presents an intriguing perspective on creativity and innovation. At first glance, it may seem
counterintuitive to suggest that the most profound ideas emerge from ordinary experiences
or objects. However, a closer examination reveals that this assertion holds substantial merit.
Passionate engagement with everyday phenomena can indeed fuel creativity and lead to
remarkable insights. Yet, it is also important to recognize that groundbreaking ideas can
stem from various sources, including abstract thinking and specialized fields.

One compelling argument in favor of the statement is that a deep fascination with
commonplace things encourages close observation and critical thinking. When individuals
are genuinely interested in the mundane aspects of life, they tend to scrutinize them more
intensely. This meticulous attention can uncover nuances and patterns that are often
overlooked. For instance, the invention of Velcro was inspired by the common occurrence of
burrs sticking to clothing. George de Mestral, the inventor, noticed the tiny hooks on burrs
and translated this natural mechanism into a revolutionary fastening system. Such
innovations arise from seeing the extraordinary potential in the ordinary, a process driven by
passionate curiosity.

Moreover, a passionate interest in everyday things can foster a more relatable and
accessible approach to problem-solving. Ideas rooted in common experiences are often
more easily communicated and understood, making them more likely to be adopted and
implemented. For example, the widespread success of products like the Post-it Note and the
Swiffer Sweeper can be attributed to their simplicity and direct relevance to daily life. These
inventions addressed common inconveniences with straightforward solutions, demonstrating
how an intimate understanding of everyday challenges can lead to practical and impactful
innovations.

However, it is crucial to acknowledge that not all great ideas originate from commonplace
interests. Many groundbreaking concepts have emerged from specialized knowledge and
abstract thinking. Theoretical physicists, for instance, often develop revolutionary ideas that
are far removed from everyday experiences. Einstein's theory of relativity and the
subsequent advancements in quantum mechanics were born from highly specialized and
abstract intellectual pursuits. These ideas, while not rooted in commonplace things, have
profoundly transformed our understanding of the universe.



Additionally, the creative process is highly individualistic, and the sources of inspiration can
vary widely among different thinkers. While some may find their best ideas in the ordinary,
others might draw inspiration from nature, art, literature, or advanced scientific research. The
diversity of creative processes highlights the importance of not restricting the origin of great
ideas to a single source. Creativity thrives in a myriad of environments, and recognizing this
diversity is crucial to fostering innovation across various fields.

In reconciling these perspectives, it becomes evident that while a passionate interest in
commonplace things can indeed lead to significant ideas, it is not the sole source of
creativity. The best ideas often arise from a confluence of factors, including curiosity,
observation, specialized knowledge, and abstract thinking. Embracing a broad spectrum of
inspirations allows for a richer and more diverse array of innovations.

In conclusion, the statement that "the best ideas arise from a passionate interest in
commonplace things" holds considerable truth, as it emphasizes the value of curiosity and
close observation in everyday life. However, it is essential to recognize that great ideas can
also emerge from specialized fields and abstract thinking. The creative process is
multifaceted, and acknowledging the variety of its sources is key to understanding and
fostering innovation. Ultimately, the interplay between ordinary experiences and abstract
intellectual pursuits enriches the tapestry of human creativity, leading to a more
comprehensive and dynamic landscape of ideas.



