
GRE Issue Essay Sample 3

Prompt: Some people believe that scientific discoveries have given us a much better 

understanding of the world around us. Others believe that science has revealed to us 

that the world is infinitely more complex than we ever realised.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own 

position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and 

supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

Essay Response - Score 6

The debate over whether scientific discoveries have simplified our understanding of the 
world or revealed its infinite complexity underscores contrasting perspectives on the evolving 
nature of scientific inquiry. While scientific advancements undoubtedly enhance 
comprehension, they also illuminate the profound intricacies inherent in natural phenomena, 
prompting a nuanced exploration of both views.

Scientific discoveries have undeniably deepened our understanding of the world by 
elucidating fundamental principles governing physical and biological processes. The 
discovery of DNA's structure, for instance, revolutionized genetics and facilitated 
breakthroughs in medicine and biotechnology. Such advancements not only foster practical 
applications but also enhance theoretical frameworks, offering cohesive explanations for 
observable phenomena.

However, scientific inquiry frequently unveils layers of complexity that challenge simplistic 
explanations. Fields like quantum mechanics and cosmology reveal phenomena that defy 
conventional understanding, such as quantum entanglement and dark matter. These 
discoveries underscore the limitations of human comprehension in grappling with the 
intricacies of the universe, suggesting that our understanding remains a work in progress.

Moreover, interdisciplinary approaches amplify the intricacy of scientific inquiry by integrating 
diverse perspectives. Environmental science, for example, synthesizes knowledge from 
ecology, chemistry, and sociology to address complex challenges like climate change. This 
interdisciplinary approach not only enriches scientific discourse but also underscores the 
interconnectedness of natural systems, highlighting the nuanced and multifaceted nature of 
scientific understanding.

In conclusion, while scientific discoveries enhance our comprehension of the world, they also 
unveil its profound complexity. The pursuit of knowledge through scientific inquiry transcends 
simplistic dichotomies, inviting continual exploration and revision of our understanding. 
Embracing the dual perspectives of enhanced comprehension and infinite complexity fosters 



a holistic approach to scientific inquiry, enriching our appreciation of the natural world and 
inspiring future discoveries.

Essay Response - Score 5

The divergent views on the impact of scientific discoveries—whether they simplify our 
understanding or reveal greater complexity—reflect ongoing debates in the scientific 
community and broader society. While advancements undoubtedly deepen our knowledge, 
they also illuminate the intricacies inherent in natural phenomena, prompting a balanced 
examination of these contrasting perspectives.

Scientific discoveries have significantly advanced our understanding of the world by 
elucidating fundamental laws and principles governing various disciplines. From Newton's 
laws of motion to Darwin's theory of evolution, these discoveries have provided coherent 
frameworks that underpin our understanding of the physical, biological, and environmental 
realms. Such advancements not only facilitate practical applications but also foster 
intellectual discourse and theoretical advancements.

However, scientific inquiry often uncovers layers of complexity that challenge simplistic 
interpretations. Fields like neuroscience and ecology reveal intricate systems and 
interactions that defy reductionist approaches. The emergent properties of complex systems, 
such as ecosystems or the human brain, underscore the limitations of linear explanations 
and highlight the need for interdisciplinary approaches to fully grasp their dynamics.

Furthermore, interdisciplinary collaborations amplify the complexity of scientific inquiry by 
integrating insights from diverse fields. Climate science, for instance, draws on meteorology, 
oceanography, and economics to understand global climate patterns and their societal 
impacts. This integrative approach not only enriches scientific understanding but also 
underscores the interconnectedness of natural processes, emphasizing the nuanced and 
multifaceted nature of scientific knowledge.

In conclusion, while scientific discoveries enhance our comprehension of the world, they 
simultaneously reveal its intricate complexities. Embracing both perspectives—enhanced 
understanding and newfound complexity—fosters a holistic approach to scientific inquiry. By 
acknowledging the evolving nature of knowledge and the interdisciplinary pathways to 
discovery, we can navigate the complexities of the natural world with humility and curiosity, 
advancing both scientific progress and societal well-being.

Essay Response - Score 4

The debate surrounding the impact of scientific discoveries—whether they simplify our 
understanding or reveal greater complexity—reflects contrasting views on the evolution of 
knowledge and its implications for our comprehension of the world. While advancements 
undoubtedly deepen our insights, they also unearth complexities that challenge simplistic 
interpretations.

Scientific discoveries have significantly expanded our understanding of the world by 
elucidating fundamental principles across various disciplines. From the periodic table in 



chemistry to the theory of relativity in physics, these discoveries provide cohesive 
frameworks that underpin scientific inquiry and technological innovation. They simplify 
complex phenomena into comprehensible theories and laws, facilitating practical 
applications and theoretical advancements.

However, scientific inquiry often unveils layers of complexity that defy reductionist 
approaches. Fields like ecology and quantum mechanics reveal intricate systems and 
phenomena that necessitate nuanced interpretations. The dynamic interactions within 
ecosystems or the paradoxical behaviors of subatomic particles exemplify how scientific 
discoveries complicate simplistic explanations, challenging our understanding and prompting 
the reevaluation of established paradigms.

Moreover, interdisciplinary collaborations underscore the multidimensional nature of 
scientific inquiry by integrating insights from diverse fields. Biotechnology, for instance, 
merges genetics, biochemistry, and engineering to develop innovative therapies and 
sustainable solutions. This interdisciplinary approach not only enhances scientific 
understanding but also highlights the interconnectedness of biological systems and societal 
impacts, emphasizing the multifaceted and evolving nature of scientific knowledge.

In conclusion, while scientific discoveries advance our understanding of the world, they also 
unveil its intricate complexities. The dual perspectives of enhanced comprehension and 
newfound complexity necessitate a nuanced approach to scientific inquiry. By embracing the 
evolving nature of knowledge and integrating interdisciplinary insights, we can navigate the 
complexities of the natural world with humility and rigor, advancing both scientific progress 
and societal well-being.

Essay Response - Score 3

The assertion that scientific discoveries either simplify our understanding or reveal greater 
complexity invites reflection on the evolving nature of knowledge and its impact on societal 
perceptions. While advancements deepen our insights, they also unearth complexities that 
challenge simplistic interpretations and highlight the evolving nature of scientific inquiry.

Scientific discoveries enhance our understanding of the world by elucidating fundamental 
principles and laws governing various disciplines. From genetics to astrophysics, these 
discoveries simplify complex phenomena into comprehensible frameworks, fostering 
theoretical advancements and practical applications that benefit society.

However, scientific inquiry often reveals complexities that defy reductionist approaches. 
Fields like ecology and quantum mechanics uncover intricate systems and phenomena that 
necessitate nuanced interpretations. The dynamic interactions within ecosystems or the 
probabilistic nature of subatomic particles exemplify how scientific discoveries complicate 
simplistic explanations, prompting continual exploration and refinement of knowledge.

Moreover, interdisciplinary collaborations amplify the complexity of scientific inquiry by 
integrating insights from diverse fields. Climate science, for instance, merges meteorology, 
oceanography, and economics to understand global climate patterns and their societal 
impacts. This integrative approach not only enriches scientific understanding but also 



underscores the interconnectedness of natural processes, emphasizing the multifaceted and 
evolving nature of scientific knowledge.

In conclusion, while scientific discoveries deepen our comprehension of the world, they 
simultaneously unveil its intricate complexities. Embracing both perspectives—enhanced 
understanding and newfound complexity—nurtures a holistic approach to scientific inquiry. 
By acknowledging the evolving nature of knowledge and integrating diverse insights, we can 
navigate the complexities of the natural world with curiosity and adaptability, advancing both 
scientific progress and societal well-being.


