
Linking words for IELTS Speaking
Students who speak English frequently tend to overuse linking words or linkers in IELTS
speaking English language tests. To ensure the usage of linking words appropriately,
students must refer to the list of linking words/linkers for IELTS speaking as follows.

Add more information
To add more information in a sentence or a paragraph, you can use the following.

● In addition to
Example: Germany began world war II and captured Poland first. In addition to that, they
had concentration camps.

● And
Example: You can start your speaking classes tomorrow and continue your work.

● Not only… but also
Example: Government must not only strive for poverty alleviation but also quality
education.

● Moreover
Example: Artificial intelligence gets deep rooted into our daily lives. Moreover, it learns new
languages, behaviour from us.

● Also
Example: People who adhere to social norms are considered good. Also they are treated
well.

● Furthermore
Example: She always reaches the office on time. Furthermore, her work was well
established.

● Additionally
Example: I was working at the office till 9 pm last night. Additionally, I worked out at the
gym till 10 pm to stay fit.

● As well as
Example: Parents must take their children to sports events as well as to the library.

● Another reason is
Example: She doesn’t like watching cricket for too long. Another reason is her favourite
player has retired.

Time Phrases
To highlight a time duration like past, present or future while speaking, use the following time
phrases.
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● Now
Example: Now we will begin our session with the available participants.

● At the moment
Example: At the moment, there is no salary hike for fresh graduates.

● At present
Example: At present, maintain your body weight otherwise you will look fat.

● When I was younger
Example: When I was younger, I played a lot of sports with my friends.

● Right Now
Example: Right now, we will watch this interesting movie and go out for a walk.

● At that time
Example: At that time, I was not feeling well. So I didn’t attend my semester exams.

● These days
Example: These days we involve ourselves in social media and miss our real friendship.

● Nowadays
Example: Nowadays young people focus on physical health and fitness to beat diabetes.

● In the past
Example: In the past, my mother cooked biryani at least once a month.

● Before
Example: Complete your work before the due date and send it to your manager.

● Then
Example: First is the army parade, then comes the navy and air force during Independence
day.

Expressing Ideas
When you’re expressing ideas about something like an event, a place, etc., you can make
use of the below linking words.

● I think one important thing is
Example: I think one important thing is patience when it comes to achieving your goals.

● I guess one difference is
Example: I guess one difference is smart work between success and failure.

● I suppose the main difference between X and Y is
Example: I suppose the main difference between humans and animals is creating
discrimination among humans.



Causes and Solutions
To talk about causes and solutions, refer to the following words.

● I guess it’s because
Example: People are recognising traditional ways of life. I guess it’s because the modern
world is spoiling human’s health and the planet.

● The main reason is
Example: Why do people celebrate religious festivals at home? The main reason is to
invite friends, relatives and have some memorable moments.

● It was mainly due to
Example: It was mainly due to hard work, dedication and interest that made Roger
Federer the most successful athlete of all time.

● Because
Example: Because of love, he proposed to her and gave her a gift.

● I suppose the best way to deal with this problem is
Example: I suppose the best way to deal with this problem is talking with all
stakeholders of the company and addressing the major loss in this quarter.

● I reckon the only answer is to
Example: To clear this exam in less than 3 months, I reckon the only answer is to study
for 8 hours a day.

● The best way to solve this is
Example: The best way to solve this is building a dam and providing water supply to the
farmers.

Giving Examples
When you’re giving examples to someone and don’t know how to start, you can follow the
below examples. Please note that ‘like’ cannot be used as a linking word in IELTS writing.

● Like
Example: I play many outdoor sports like football, basketball, tennis, etc.

● For instance
Example: I don’t prefer short-distance travel. For instance, when my friend called me for a
weekend trip to Bangalore, I refused to come.

● Such as
Example: I like historical places such as Qutub Minar, Red Fort, Mysore Palace, etc.

● For example



Example: You must not worry about the past and future for a happy life. For example, don’t
think about your mistakes and failures from the past.

Adding Emphasis
● As a rule

Example: As a rule, prescribed in law, citizens must not smoke in public places.

● As usual
Example: Students started talking as usual once the teacher left the classroom.

● Generally speaking
Example: Generally speaking, all political parties try to gain power first and serve the
people next.

● No doubt
Example: There is no doubt that all students bunked the class last week.

● Of course
Example: Can I borrow your pen? Yes, of course.

● Especially
Example: We all worry about something in life, especially our future.

● Indeed
Example: I’m indeed happy to inform you that I’m moving to the US next year.

Expressing result or purpose/reason
● So that

Example: You must walk daily so that it improves your physical condition.

● For this reason
Example: I’m not quitting my job for this reason.

● That’s why
Example: I was hungry last night. That’s why I ordered pizza and ate it.

● Because
Example: Because of nature, I find solace in my life.

Being Clear
You can use these simple, natural expressions to be clear in your point of view.

● What I mean is
Example: What I mean is, do not go with wrongdoers.

● What I want to say is



Example: What I want to say is, follow your passion, it will take you to great heights.

● As I was saying
Example: As I was saying, they don’t show interest in music.

Ordering Events and Sequencing Time
When you’re ordering events and sequencing time to somebody, use these connecting
devices that sound natural to the listeners.

● First/Second/For a start
Example: First, we will have a plan for this month. Second, we will execute it as much as
possible. Third, we will review the results.

● At first
Example: At first, I was thinking of finishing this task.

● After that
Example: I will come home. After that we shall watch a movie.

● Following
Example: Let’s keep following the footsteps of our ancestors.

● Next
Example: Next on our wishlist is travelling to Goa.

● Finally
Example: Finally, you have won this game.

● At long last
Example: After so much hurdle, they came back together at last.

● Meanwhile
Example: We will go out and come. Meanwhile, you study this lesson.

● As soon as
Example: Complete this presentation as soon as possible.

● At the same time
Example: Sachin was at the height of his career. However, at the same time, Ganguly
gained captaincy for the Indian cricket team.

● Years ago
Example: Years ago, we both were best friends.

● During
Example: During a disaster, we must help others.



● As yet
Example: As yet I have no clue about his disease.

Sounding less direct
When you want to sound less direct to a person, use the below mentioned linkers.

● Apparently
Example: Apparently, people think that discrimination exists in our society.

● Perhaps
Example: She shows interest in studies. Perhaps, she wants to do something innovative.

● Kind of/sort of
Example: We use some sort of excuse to study in our childhood days.

● Arguably
Example: Arguably, what if he doesn’t fight in the match?

● Maybe
Example: We may be looking in the wrong places for the lost ring.

● Probably
Example: Probably, they are taking avenge for the action.

● Surely
Example: I will surely meet the deadlines next time.

● Just
Example: Don’t talk just for the sake of others.

Summarising
To summarise your speech, refer to the following words.

● So
Example: So, as discussed, we will execute the plan.

● After all
Example: After all, it’s a game, don’t take failures personally.

● In any case
Example: In any case, do not lose your patience.

● In short
Example: In short, keep your content crystal clear.

● In other words
Example: In other words, animals are the saviours of this planet.



● Anyway
Example: Anyway, it was a good match playing with you.

Contrasting and Concessions
Below are the simple connecting words used to compare and contrast or to give
concessions.

● But
Example: People work hard, but they don’t get paid well.

● On the other hand
Example: Employees show interest in learning a new skill. On the other hand, they lack
enthusiasm for working.

● While
Example: I’m studying for IELTS while working in a company.

● Although
Example: Although I can’t study well, I can still score good marks.

● Or
Example: We must book the movie tickets now or go for a long ride.

Stating an opinion
To state an opinion about something, you can use the following linking words while speaking.

● Actually I have to say
Example: Actually, I have to say that your speaking has some flaws.

● I think …/I guess …/I suppose …/I believe …
Example: I believe that India was rich before the British’s invasion.

● As far as I’m concerned
Example: As far as I’m concerned, judges in SC must be gender-sensitised.

● In my opinion
Example: In my opinion, he will sooner become a great orator.

● To be honest
Example: To be honest, I don’t prefer going out for a movie.

Agreeing to something
To agree to something, keep the below connectors in mind.

● I am in agreement
Example: I am in agreement with your viewpoint.



● I accept that
Example: I accept that trekking is a good sport for young people.

● Exactly
Example: Exactly, people learn from their mistakes.

● I quite agree
Example: I quite agree with you when it comes to constructing a house.

Signposting Language
Signposting language or signposting words are nothing but the manner in which you will
direct your audience through the information.

● To begin with
Example: To begin with, let’s assemble students to the auditorium.

● However
Example: However, people must respect an individual’s opinion.

● In the same way
Example: In the same way, make presentations to your classmates.

● Unfortunately
Example: Unfortunately, his tickets got cancelled.

● Nonetheless
Example: Nonetheless, I can move on from the work pressure.

● Basically
Example: Basically, I need public transport to get to the office.

● Furthermore
Example: Furthermore, there are many graduates passing out each year.


